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e neighbourhood), had e

sidelines of the Youth Olympic Gam 14 in Manjing. Ygor Oliveira could barely bel

luck as socme intermediaries helped arrange an hour-long session under none other than

former World champion Sun Jun, now a coach in Jiangsu province.

For most of the session last w gor Oliveira had a broad grin. With the meticulous
a surgson, Sun Jun di ed his game and suggesied simple ways of improving his

technigue.

instructed Sun Jun, offering a demonstration. The effect on Oliveira's vas dramatic:

the Brazilian lost 21-19 27




‘| never expected to meet one of the best coaches and have the opportunity to learn so many things about strokes and movement,” Ygor

Oliveira said after the session. "Everything that | learnt was new. It was new even for my coach

Coach Sebastiao Oliveira was so impressed that he stated he ished to become Sun Jun's

student.

"We have to learn new ways of playing badmi " he told a friend, who translated the
Portuguese into English, which in turn was relayed into Mandarin by a helpful Chinese
mediaperson. "Coming to China was the most important thing for us. [t's an opportunity to learn

and teach other students in Brazil. | knew | was coming to the temple of badminton.”

Initially, Sebastiac Oliveira had decided to build a swimming pool in the favela to provide a useful
distraction for the kids. As a child who grew up watching many of his classmates turn to drugs,
Oliveira decided that he would use sport to reach out to children. Swimming had helped him
avoid the fate that befell many of his friends. While he was contemplating building the poal, he

met an ltalian who taught him badminten, a sport he had never seen before.

‘| staried to learn and fall in love with it, and decided to teach the kids,” said coach Oliveira

(below; right). *| thought it was fun. In 2000 | started the first part of construction and the children started to come since they had nothing else
to do. | started the construction with my salary and my own hands, getting the tools and so on. After the children started to come, other people
started helping. That's why it's possible to have Ygor here.

nd 200 children play at the hall. | have eleven kids who have become champions at various competitions. Those kids receive meoney from

ernment to train. Badminton is transforming their lives and also my life because | have a chance to travel and know many pecple. Itis a

wonderful way to transform lives.”

Sun Jun, World champion in 1999, hoped his session would help Ygor Oliveira become a better player. "You are the top player in Brazil and

representing your country around the world. It's my pleasure to be of help,” Sun said through the translator.

With Ygor Oliveira's ey on the Ric Olympics at home in 20716, he couldn't have d for more timely intervention.




