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Samba is synonymous with Brazilian cultural life, but not even its strongest proponents would have
imagined that one day it would help train Brazil's badminton prospects.

The 'samba way' was pioneered by Sebastiao Dias de Oliveira at his Rio de Janeiro-based Miratus
Project, which introduced badminton to underprivileged children of the favela. A film on the project
will be showcased at the Reimagine Rio Festival during the Olympics next month. The five
documentaries that are part of the festival will be shown in 50 places in the city, free of charge.

Miratus, which focusses on social uplift through education, theatre and sports, has engaged over
3000 children in badminton. Its most famous product is of course Sebastiao’s son Ygor Coelho, who
has won a Men'’s Singles spot in the Olympics. Ygor credits samba with helping him meet
badminton’s rigorous physical demands. Set to music, the samba sessions help trainees develop a
feel for badminton foot movements while maintaining rhythm.

“We incorporate the samba into our movements,” says Ygor Coelho de Oliveira. “It helps me with my
on-court manoeuvres. It's a very Brazilian way to train. | think it's a very interesting way to train for
sure.”

The 19-year-old has emerged as one of the faces of badminton in Brazil, following his appearance at
the Youth Olympic Games in 2014 and success at international tournaments. Oliveira has had
encouraging results over the last two years, including a title win in last year's Brazil International
Badminton Cup — where he beat Guatemala’s Kevin Cordon in the final. In April this year he won the
XXI Peru International and all his matches in the Pan American Championships team event.

“When | started playing badminton it was like a sport from another planet. Nobody knew anything
about it — none of my schoolmates or friends had heard about it," recounts Oliveira.




~y

W



While he has already seen some success, Oliveira isn't resting on his laurels. He is hungry for a lifetime of badminton.

“I want to be in the top 20 in the world or at least one of the best players in the world.

“I also want to win an Olympic medal and hope | can play in three or four Olympic Games. | want to be a coach to the future generations. | see a lot of young
talent in Miratus and just like my father | want to be able to train them and give them an opportunity to be someone in life and perhaps to be a great badminton
player.”

The home hope has been placed in Group K alongside Germany’s Marc Zwiebler and Ireland’s Scott Evans in the lower half of the draw. All of Brazil will be hoping
for a strong showing from the lad who learnt his game in a favela and rose to represent his country at its biggest sporting stage.

Catch Ygor Oliveira’s interview on Episode 118 Badminton Unlimited
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https://olympics.bwfbadminton.com/news-single/2016/07/28/ygor-
oliveiras-samba-secret-2/
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